
 
 

SSA 20 Quarter 1 Meeting Minutes 
February 25, 2026 

 
Meeting called to order at 9:09 am. In attendance: Whitney Castle, Bryan Farrell, Davia, Nora 

I.​ SSA Commissioners: Jane Byers, Whitney Castle, Bryan Farrell 
II.​ MPBHBA Updates  

A.​ Membership Campaign 2026 
1.​ Bryan: What are the benefits of membership?  

B.​ Operations Manual DRAFT 
1.​ Davia met with Caroline to review. Davia sent to the board for the review.  

III.​ Financial Report  
A.​ December 2025 EOY Report ​ 

1.​ Tax bills in 2025 were late so tax disbursements to SSAs were late 
2.​ DPD said that we will have a more normal year in 2026 

IV.​ New Business 
A.​ SSA Management Update 

1.​ 2024 SSA Audit is in progress with Almanza & Coombes 
a)​ Ward-wide utilized company, and also used by SSAs across the 

city 
b)​ Escalated to the city and awaiting update 

2.​ Davia has reached out to Osaghae & Associates to see if they can do the 
2025 audit 

B.​ Upcoming Programing  
1.​ DCEO grant  

a)​ DCEO Final Report accepted 
b)​ GATA report due 6/30/26 
c)​ Camera Rebate Program  

2.​ Beverly Art Walk 2026 
a)​ Bryan: doesn’t remember much contact in last few years and 

would participate, could be bigger & better 
b)​ Whitney: event doesn’t go past 111th so Kier hasn’t participated 

C.​ Press/Advertisements Opportunities 
1.​ MPBHBA Marketing Video 

a)​ Funding from DCEO. One neighborhood video created and almost 
ready to share.  

b)​ Many business interviews were filmed and there will be a number 
of business-focused videos created 

2.​ Choose Chicago Annual Meeting 
a)​ Each neighborhood can be a tourist attraction. Bring tourists to 

neighborhoods. 
3.​ Block Club Chicago 



a)​ Former Bev Rev editor is the BCC neighborhood correspondent 
now – Jim Lynch 

b)​ Possibly advertising with them this year 
4.​ Art Institute: Project Windows 

a)​ Annual window decorating contest to coincide with AIC’s summer 
exhibition 

b)​ Cross promotion of their summer exhibition & participating 
neighborhoods 

      D. Beautification/Safety/Community Updates 
1.​ Beverly Environmental 2026 Contract 

a.​ Awaiting quote for mulch  
i.​ Sidewalk construction in Fall changed the area near trees, 

and now there aren’t grates on most trees so mulch will be 
needed for erosion 

ii.​ Unexpected expense so TBD 
b.​ Sidewalk maintenance contract approved by MPBHBA board: 66k 

last year; 67k this year 
c.​ Any concerns with Beverly Environmental? 

i.​ Whitney: ask for more sponsorship funding from them. 
BAPA receives much more in sponsorship. 

2.​ Stueber’s removed Holiday plants, cause unknown-awaiting response 
a.​ Seemed like planters were removed early, but according to 

Steuber’s this is the standard timeline 
b.​ Plants/decorations are not rooted so they don’t last as long 

3.​ 22nd District Meeting with Officer Zwit, February 25 
V.​ Upcoming Events in 2026 

A.​ Restaurant Resolution, January & February 
B.​ South Side Irish Parade, March 15  
C.​ “Feeling Lucky?” Campaign, March 1-17 
D.​ Irish Coffee Crawl, March 7-8​ 
E.​ 19th Ward Business Breakfast, March 24 

 
Motion to adjourn by Whitney at 9:48 am, seconded by Bryan. 
 
Post-meeting: Whitney recommended a few businesses to be part of the MPBHBA board -> 
Afro Joe’s, Two Mile, John Brand (former board member so likely not a good candidate) 


