SSA 20 Western Avenue
Q1 2025 Commission Meeting Minutes
February 19, 2025

The meeting was held at AndySunflower Café, 9920 S. Western Ave., and called to order at 9:13
a.m. Commissioner Dr. Whitney Castle, Commissioner Jane Byers and MPBHBA Executive
Director Caroline Connors were in attendance.

The group reviewed the expenses for 2024 and the budget for 2025. Most budget line items for
2025 are comparable to 2024 budget and fall into the following categories: Customer Attraction,
Public Way Aesthetics, SSA Management and Personnel.

Customer Attraction includes funds for the website, special events, banners, holiday decorations,
and advertising.

Public Way Aesthetics includes funding for seasonal planters, sidewalk maintenance, and snow
removal.

SSA Management and Personnel includes funding for employment compensation, accounting,
auditing, office supplies and office equipment.

The commission will meet in May to discuss the SSA budget for 2026, which is due in June.

Caroline shared information on upcoming events on Western Avenue, including an Irish Coffee
contest in March, the Margarita Mile campaign in June/July, and Holiday Road in December. She
also provided information on a new website for Western Avenue bars, restaurants and retail
businesses that will highlight activities/events taking place. The website is being created by the
Argus Internet Company and is being funded via a $50000 grant from Illinois Main Street.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:04 a.m. in a motion made by Whitney Castle and seconded by
Jane Byers.

Submitted by Caroline Connors



